
 

COVID-19 Community Update for April 6, 2020 

Declaration of State of Emergency 
On April 3, 2020, along with all 12 area municipalities and Niagara Region, Fort 
Erie declared a state of emergency. Declaring an emergency under s 7.0.1 (1) of the 
Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act provides Fort Erie with all options 
available to protect the health and safety of Fort Erie residents.  
 
Enforcement of Mandatory Closures & Restrictions 
Municipalities across Ontario have the power to issue fines to enforce these public 
health and emergency directives. Failing to comply with an emergency order carries a 
fine of $750 per offense, and up to $1,000 for obstructing those attempting to carry out 
their duties under the Act. Enforcement: 

• During normal business hours, concerns around enforcement of COVID 19 
emergency orders should be directed to the Town of Fort Erie at 905-871-
1600 or submit an online form.  

• After 4:30pm, please call Niagara Region’s dispatch line at (905) 984-3690 or 1 
(877) 552-5579 for further bylaw response and assistance. Do not call 911. 

• For all COVID 19 health matters and/or inquiries, please call the Public Health 
hotline at 905-688-8248 or 1 (888) 505-6074 (press option 7 then follow the 
prompts). 

Province closes all outdoor amenities 
As a result of the extension of the provincial emergency declaration, all outdoor 
recreational amenities, all communal or shared, public or private, outdoor recreational 
amenities, including but not limited to playgrounds, sports fields, basketball and tennis 
courts, off-leash dog parks, beaches, skateboard and BMX parks, picnic areas and 
outdoor community gardens, remain closed. Green spaces in public parks, ravines, 
conservation areas and trails like the Friendship Trail remain open but are for passive 
use and walkthrough access only, but individuals must maintain the safe physical 
distance of at least two metres apart from others. At this time, Crystal Beach 
Waterfront Park boat ramp is open; however, people are expected to comply with 
provincial regulations. 
 
Avoid disposing non-flushable materials in toilets  
While wipes might look a bit like toilet paper, there are major differences. Wipes 
behave very differently in sewers than toilet paper which is designed specifically to 
disintegrate in water.  Despite claims from some manufacturers about their product 
being “flushable”, it is always best to avoid disposing these wipes into the sanitary 
sewer. When they are disposed of down the toilet, they may get stuck in the sewer and 
cause backups. 
  
Ontario updates list of non-essential businesses 
Ontario has updated the list of businesses deemed essential services. If you have 
questions about what will be open or impacts to your business or employment, call the 
Stop the Spread Business Information Line at 1-888-444-3659. The Fort Erie 



 

Economic Development and Tourism Services staff are also available to assist with 
questions or concerns by calling 1-888-270-9151 or emailing edts@forterie.ca.  
 
Canada Emergency Support Benefit (CERB) 
To support workers and help businesses keep their employees, this taxable benefit 
provides $2,000 a month for up to four months for workers who lose their income as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic. The CERB applies to wage earners, as well as 
contract workers and self-employed individuals who would not otherwise be eligible for 
Employment Insurance (EI). The portal for accessing the CERB will be available this 
week. 
  
Temporary wage subsidy available for businesses 
The federal government is proposing the new Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy. This 
would provide a 75% wage subsidy to eligible employers for up to 3 months, 
retroactive to March 15, 2020. The wage subsidy aims to prevent further job losses, 
encourage employers to re-hire workers previously laid-off as a result of COVID-19, 
and help better position companies and other employers to more easily resume normal 
operations following the crisis. Subsidy eligibility also includes corporations eligible for 
the small business tax deduction and non-profit organizations and charities. 
 
To read more about the Town’s COVID-19 response, please visit www.forterie.ca. 
Residents can visit the page for updates and should watch the Town’s social media 
channels or subscribe for Fort Erie COVID-19 alerts and updates.  

 


